
Agenda The Reddings Residents’ Association 
Committee Meeting

Time, date and venue: 19-30 hours, 14 January 2019 Community Centre, North 
Road West).

Attendance:

TRRA

Gary Fulford – Chairperson (GF)
Adrian McKie - Secretary (AM)
Simon Willis (SWi)
Lorraine Fulford (LF)
Peter Swales (PSw)
Peter Smith (PSm)
Clemens Orth (CO)
Joanne Yates (JY)
Sonia James (SJ)
Rob McCausland (RMc)
Guy Ravenscroft (GR)
Rob Macpherson (RM)

Guests and speakers:

None

Apologies

Martin Zwart (MZ)
James Russell (JR) 

1. Previous minutes: not discussed.

2. Matters arising from previous minutes and update on actions: 

Routine matters were deferred until the next meeting on 14 February. However, James 
Russell had sent an email resigning from the committee owing to work commitments.

3. Welcome to new potential committee members and brief introductions from 
existing committee members: 

Four new members came to the meeting: Sonia James, Rob McCausland, Guy 
Ravenscroft and Rob Macpherson. Each existing committee member then gave a brief 
background to their profession and position in TRRA.



GF explained the background to the formation of TRRA for the benefit of the new 
members. He said that it was the result of a few neighbours in The Reddings discussing
the Grovefield application. Rather than just making individual objections it was felt that it
was better to form an association. The founding members were GF and LF, with 
previous chairman Paul Thomas (PT). PT left TRRA when he moved out of the area 
leaving GF and LF doing the bulk of the work. 

TRRA now has an existing member base of around 150 residents, although there was 
an issue getting out the wider message to all The Reddings’ residents despite at least 4 
door to door leaflet drops. GF and LF now were looking to take a step back from the day
to day running of TRRA, although they will still remain in an advisory and technical 
capacity. Both AVM and PSw commented on the enormous contribution and value GF 
and LF had made to TRRA.

GF said that TRRA had reached a crossroads as to where it would need to go from now
on. GF said he would stay on as chairman until the Grovefield enquiry was over, but 
would step down in the February TRRA meeting,

GF explained the complexity of the planning situation. This included the conflict 
between the Liberal Democrat Cheltenham Borough Council and the Conservative 
controlled County Council, as well as the area’s boundary with Tewkesbury Borough 
Council. 

Cheltenham Borough Council’s Planning Department did not have a Head of Planning, 
while the more experienced staff were working part time and one had left due to 
maternity leave. While TRRA had been initially viewed as troublemakers, especially 
following the official complaint to CBC, the complaint had resulted in more training for 
the remaining more inexperienced officers. TRRA had offered to carry out research for 
CBC, if CBC did not have sufficient internal resources to do it themselves.

There were a lot of planning issues going forward, particularly with the Joint Core 
Strategy and draft local plan. Here there was a fear that if there was not enough space 
allocated for housing, then developers would be able to build where they want. This was
relevant to The Reddings as the proposed Principal Urban Area could include land off 
Grovefield Way near Chestnut Farm. Furthermore if the appeal for Blenheim Villa was 
successful then this would act as a precedent (for further exits of Grovefield Way).

PSw said that Grovefield Way was to have been boundary of the green belt. PSm 
added that the greenbelt boundary was redefined when of Grovefield Way was built. GF
said that BMW was the first building on the green belt and, responding to a query from 
RMc, added that it set a precedent, especially if the PUA was accepted.

4. Grovefield Public Enquiry update (GF):

GF explained that he, LF and PSw had attended the enquiry every day and despite not 



being a Rule 6 party GF had been allowed to cross examine witnesses. He felt that it 
was too close to call the final decision, although the Inspector had been keen to listen to
TRRA’s arguments and views from residents.

The Inspector had looked at the 33 conditions that the planning officer had prepared, 
should the application be allowed to proceed. GF and LF had spent the previous 
weekend preparing revised conditions and there would be a round table discussion the 
next morning at the Council Offices to consider them. PSw wondered if the 2 Grovefield 
applications were too vague and were controlled by initial conditions that may prove to 
be unworkable. 

GF said that TRRA had offered partial concessions by saying that while we did not feel 
the ancillary services were necessary, if they were allowed they should be of an 
appropriate size to the site. 

AVM commented that he could not recall the exact figure but thought that if the Aldi was
to serve the Grovefield site only, each employee would have to spend around £230 to 
meet Aldi’s sales targets. (Update it was actually £212 for each of the 1039 employees).
GF said that the developer’s own figures suggested that it would only survive by taking 
business off local supermarkets and Aldi would at best, be only neutral in terms of job 
creation.

GF said there was an open invitation to attend the round table discussion and while GF,
LF, PSw were attending, RM said he would attend as well.

In the afternoon the Inspector will do a site visit, including visiting SWi’s house in North 
Road West, which will be most affected by the building. GF has given the Inspector a 
photograph of the hedge alongside Grovefield Way which was felled without permission 
by BMW. 

GF will make a closing statement at the enquiry saying that retail is not needed, the 
development is flawed and is not buildable and it needs community involvement.

5 Local Plan attendance (GF)

The local Plan enquiry will take place over a three week period in CBC offices in 
February and TRRA has been invited to all the sessions. These sessions will be 
attended by AVM, GF and SWi.

6. Future division of workloads, especially filtering of emails and communication 
between members.

There was a detailed discussion about workloads. JY explained that when she worked 
for a Parish Council they employed a Parish Clerk on a part time basis to do a lot of the 
work.  LF said that it was a weakness in that The Reddings was not a Parish. Therefore 
a lot of work which could have been done by a Parish Clerk would need to be done by 



committee members.

The following was agreed:

a) GR and CO will look at the email system and the way of communicating to the 
community and the internal communication between TRRA members.

b) GF will stay as Chairman until the February TRRA meeting.
c) PSw will make enquiries about using the Pavilion C3 Church as a possible 

meeting place in future in case the Community Hall is unavailable.
d) AVM and GR offered their services as street representatives.
e) AVM said he wishes to remain as secretary
f) SJ offered to be street representative co-ordinator
g) GF asked if everyone could email their preferences for roles by the end of the 

week.

7. AOB

None

8. Next meeting:

13 February 2019

12. Planning Committee meetings:

13 -28 February 2019 Local Plan Enquiry sessions. 


